‘was a faultfinder with God in God’s management of the
rld above all with God’s righteousness and brmgmg
tice... dealing with the righteous and the wicked.

‘fGod is wrong about me! I'm righteous, but I've been pu
fin the wrong.”

“God is not bringing down the wicked!” (9: 22 24; 12:
pemally chapters 91 24) '

, “Tt is all one; therefore [ say,

“He destroys both the blameless and the wicked.’
‘When disaster brings sudden death,

he mocks at the calamity of the innocent.

The earth is given into the hand of the wicked;

he covers the faces of its judges —

ifitis not he, who then is it?” (Job 9:22-24)

“Why are not times of judgment kept by the Almighty,
and why do those who know him never see his days?”

(Job 24:1)




cond S"" Chapters g

We think about it, this i1s naturally going to be our biggest
omplains against God.

- “God, things aren’t fair!”

E Cod, why do bad thing happen to good‘people?”

chd, why are you letting the wicked get away with it?” :

d’s TWO Speeches - Second Speech Chapters 40-41‘

e,mam topic: “Job, are you more righteous than me?”

’eal with the problem of ev1lp How about you deal with the
roblem of evil!”

Qb s mabzlzljy to deal with the problem of evil

“Will you even put me in the wrong?
Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?”

[Job 40:8)




“Will you even put me in the wrong?

‘Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?”
(Job 40:8)

: p; this word for right is our word for right/righteous/just tha
wvas such a key word in Job 32-37, Elihu’s intro & speech.

'éﬂwkord for “wrong” (also “judgment” or “cause”) was also a
vord back in chapters 32-37 (and the book of Job as a wh

“For Job has said: T am rlghteous

and God has put me in the wrong.’
(Job 34:5, alt translation)

“Will you even put me in the wrong?
Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?”

(Job 40:8)




s Second Speech: Chapters 40-41
s inability to deal with the problem of evil

od’s second speech has three key parts to it:

Exibit 1:

‘You can’t bring the wicked to judgment or save yourself.

(40:9-14)
xibit 2: You can’t control Behemoth. (40:15-24)

ibat 3: You can’t c‘ont‘rol, Leviathan. (41)

“Dress for action like a man;

I will question you, and you make it known to me.”

(Job 38:3 and 40:7)

rally:

gird up —~ like a man - your loins.”

a




u can’t bring the wicked to judgment or save yourself

)-14)

yod speaks here of judgment of the wicked, which Job canno
0.

hefprolm’ are very much highlighted here. (v11-12)
’might God be highlighting the proud here?
s trying to help Job see that’s what his problem has b
“...look on everyone who is proud and abase him.
L.ook on everyone who is proud and bring him low...”

(Job 40:11-12)

yeaks of deahng wfch the chked brlngmg their ‘oku
o Judgment outside of this life.

his is a verse in the Old Testament that would point tod
udgement that affects you after you're dead. |

his 1s different than the glorious rest that Job longed for
b 13 22), where Job saw the wicked and righteous all

“Hide thel all in the dust together;
- bind their faces in the world below.” (Job 40 13)

Thele the chked cease from turmoﬂ

and there the weary are at rest.” (Job 3:17)




ection One here ends with GdsaYIn -

JOb,‘lf you could be glorious and bring the wicked down vint;o‘ ,»
he judgement, then I would acknowledge that you have the
power to save yourself.” |

mp}l\ication: Job needs God to save him. Job can’t do it himsel ;

ThlS is what we’ve been seeing in these last chapters of Job
— a chiseling away of Job’s self-righteousness. ’

hlS 1s not in the context of Job’s vindication as much as it

d’s judgment of the wicked!

The will ‘ also acknowledge to you |
that your own right hand can save you.” (Job 40:14)

R ——
:':;Xibit 3: You can’t control Leviathan. (41) |

or Behemoth, you may have a footnote that says
“hippopotamus,” which is a popular option for various

’ets walk through some different options of w/zat might be gomg '
wzt/z B




Are these regular animals? |
it they are, most identify them with hippos and crocodlles.

> Let’s not forget that hippos are the most dangerous |
animals in Africa where they live. They're not cuddly, tame |
“animals.

My children know this fact very well..

f these are hippos and crocs, they are Certamly described
‘as “larger than life” with exaggerated features. Hippos do
‘have huge talls like cedar trees (40:17) and Crocs don t

entlfyl yoth ”a‘ln n

-"Are they hlppos and crocs on steroids — poetlcally descrlbed
as larger than life for symbolic purposes?

> This i1s Shane Scott’s view. The hippo and crocodile
- represent chaos, uncontrollable danger, death, ete.

> In Egyptlan artwork, hippos and crocs represent chaos and
death. (It’s not hard to imagine why). ~

They are described as super creatures because that’s what

‘we often do poetically / symbolically.

I(n“_the 1950, what would a political cartoon of a glant e ,gl'
fighting a ant bear representp e




‘ dentlfymgthe Behemoth and Lev1athan

Are they creatures who are actually like this: what we Would ;
call Dinosaurs, or what the ancients would call Dragons?

> Certainly, a straightforward reading of B&L does not soundy
like hlppos Or Crocs.

You can get a sampling of this perspective on rationalfaith.com,
search for articles “Why have so many humans seen
nO'saursp” And “A dinosaur by any other name.

Also check out genesispark.com “Ancient Dmosaur

dentifying tyothrr‘anzﬁl{h

1 go back and forth between the hippo / croc idea and the |
dinosaur idea. Both have their strong points.

I suggest that just like we need to see hippos as very ,
~dangerous and chaotic, if the Behemoth 1s a dmosaur we
need to see it as a dangerous creature.

Don’t picture Behemoth as a gentle giant!
This is not Jurassic Park!

evblgger question 1s not hlpp/eroc vs Dinosaur.

/hat are we supposed to see in Job 40-41 as the splrltual



http://rationalfaith.com
http://genesispark.com

e name Be/zemot/z is really just the plural for our regular old Word

east (HebrewBe/zema/z)
Best way to translate Behemoth: “Beast of Beasts.”

he Leozatﬁan shows up 2x in Job (back in Job 3:8), 2x in the Psa
Psalm 74:14; 104:26), and 2x in Isaiah 27:1.

est way to translate Leviathan: “Sea Dragon”.

XX of Isa 27:1 — Dragon Serpent)
“In that day the Lord with his hard and great and strong |
sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
Leviathan the twisting serpent and he will slay the
dragon that is in the sea.” (Isaiah 27:1)

lesson Wlth Behemoth and Lev1athan‘r’

Job can’t at all deal with or conquer or go toe-to-toe with B&L..
What makes Job think that he can deal with the problem of eVﬂ?’

&L are object lessons of Job’s weakness. And Job would argue w1th
sod?! .
his lesson is similar to the use of animals / natural elements in

hapters 38-39:
b, you're so small. Youre going to have to trust in Me.”

“Behold, the hope of a man 1is false;

he is laid low even at the sight of him.

No one 1s so fierce that he dares to stir him up.

Who then 1s he who can stand before me?” (Job 41:9-10)




the lesson with Behemoth and Leviathay

’:Jt)b can’t at all deal with or conquer or go toe-to-toe | .
- with B&L.. What makes Job think that he can deal Wlth
the problem of evil?

hlS is sald of the Behemoth as well:

“H 1s the first of the works of God;

let him who made him bring near his sword!” (Job 40:19)

“01‘1‘# his Maker can draw the sword against him.” (CSV)

“only its Creator can threaten it.” (NLT)

at ythe lesson 1th Behemoth and Lev1atha

ly ,uggestlon 1s that there 1s more going on here than Just
Here are big terrifying creatures that you can’t handle.”

The context of chapters 40-41 — Job’s inability to deal wzt/z
;t/leproblem of evil — should cause us to look a little deeper

The words beast and dragon and sea [and Bahab} all have
eally big Bible ideas behind them. '




FPIDIIOHTY 2bout Beast Dragons, and NN

1at are Bible 1deas that we associate with the Sea?
oth Job 38-41 and Genesis 1 paint the idea of the Sea as
chaos and darkness and evil.
“Or who shut in the sea with doors...
and prescribed limits for it
and set bars and doors,
and said, “Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stayed™” (Jb 38: 8 11)

,vGod do to the Sea? He controls 1t se |

ing Blbllcally'about Beasts, Dragons,and the Sea
t are Bible 1deas that we associate with the Sea?

ther places in the Bible (Job 38:16-17; Jonah 2; Romans ‘.
10:7; Luke 8:31) add to this and paint the idea of the Sea as
the Abyss, the place of the dead — the underwater equwalen
o 'the underground S/eol

“Have you entered into the springs of the sea,

or walked in the recesses of the deep?

Have the gates of death been revealed to you,

or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?” (Jb 38:16-17)




1b11cally about Bets, Dragons, and the ea
hat 'are Bible ideas that we associate with the Sea?

Thls idea comes full circle in Revelation 21 am the New
- Heavens and New Earth.. '

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the ﬁrst
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more.” (Rev 21:1)

iis symbolic picture of Heaven, the Sea is gone!
dealt with!

- the Sea symbohzes chaos darkness evil or de |

hat are Bible ideas that we associate with beast?

From the very beginning, man was to exercise domlnlon
;_OVGI‘ the beasts of the field.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after
our hikeness. And let them have dominion over the fish

of the sea an e birds of the heavens and over

] hemah
the livestock ana over all the earth and over every

creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” (Genesis 1:26)




e Blble 1deas that we assomate w1th beasﬁ

Ve are supposed to be above the beasts, above their carnal, anim:
ature But we sometimes aren’t. In fact, there’s the Bible plcture
of us acting wickedly like beasts, in Asaph and Nebuchadnezzar

A aph° “I was brutish and 1g1

])eheﬁlah
I was like a beast toward you." (rsaim 73:22)

“Let him D wet with the dew of heaven. Let his
portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth.

L.et his mind be changed from a man's, and let a beast's
mind be given to him; and let seven periods of time
pass over him.” (Daniel 4:15-16)

t do Deasts symbhze in DA77 Revelationm

hey are the nations of man, terrible godless nations and
heir beast-like power. (Also the false religion on man,
connected to the pagan nations.)

""In"Daniel 7, the further from God the nations become, the’
~more beast-like they are. (Babylon has the mind of a man v
ome that is a terrible, merciless monster.)

Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and
behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the
great sea. And four great beasts came up out of the sea,
different from one another.” (Daniel 7:2-3)




1at do beasts symbolize in Daniel 7/ Revelation 13

They are the nations of man, terrible godless nations and
“their beast-like power. (Also the false religion on man, Wthh
is very connected to the pagan nations.)

| Behemoth in Greek 1LXX
And I saw a beast rising out ot the sea, with ten horns

and seven heads, with ten diadems on 1ts horns and
\blasphemous names on its heads. (Rev 15:1)

Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth.

(Revelation 13:11)

‘the lesson with Behemoth and Leviathan?
‘e"?point is not that beasts are evil. »
he point is that they are used in the Bible as a comparison to

an, how man acts when he isn’t acting rightly and spirituallv

"Don’t be ignorant and brutish and beastly towards God
Psalm )

'he nations shouldn’t act like brutish evil beasts (Daniel 4

1e wicked Roman empire and its false rehglon were bea i
"the Christians (Revelatlon 13)

fsupposed 1o exercise dommlon over the beas




g 'iW'e read this whole paragraph with a better translatvion.‘.:
“Behold, the Beast of Beasts”
..we might have a different impression!

'his; is the Beast of all Beasts!

Does the Beast of Beasts here represent chaos and
uncontrollable danger like the Egyptians used animals to

eds to be conqueredp |
Don’t say Satan. We’ll get to that in a minute. )

: 10s the i inner beast that is hardest to conquer. We’re tempted to
be like Asaph and Nebuchadnezzar!

8This fits into Job 40-41.] ob, you complain about Me not ,
ealing with evil. How about you? Have you conquered the
east of Beasts? You can’t even conquer your inner beast!”

For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by
mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue.
It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. (James 3:7-8)




d:STWO Speeches — Second Speech Chapters 40 41

e main topic: “Job, are you more righteous than me?”

nother way of saying this: “Job, would you dare complain how I
eal with the problem of evil? How about you deal with the
roblem of evil!”

ob’ S mabzlzly to deal with Z‘/ze problem of evil

surprise, God opening statement is a great summary of this.

Wil you even put me in the wrong?
Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?”

(Job 40:8)

ds Second Speech Chapters 40 41
bs inability to deal with the problem of evil

:,/S.Z'Od"s second speech has three key parts to it:
Exibit 1:

You can’t bring the wicked to judgment or save yourself.

Exibit 2: You can’t control Behemoth. (40:15-24)
lelt 3 You can’t control Leviathan. (41)




Seen so farT T

ou can’t bring the wicked to judgment or save yourself

0:9-14)

‘lb an’t pour out his wrath on the wicked, bring them mtd
]udgment after death, or save himself.

“Hide [the proud] all in the dust together;
bind their faces in the world below.
Then will I also acknowledge to you
that your own right hand can save you.” (Job 40:13-14)

nabi l‘lywto deal with the problem of evil
bit 2: You can 't control Behemoth. (40:15-24)
ibit 3: You can’t control Leviathan. (41)

he.baSic lesson of B&L is that “Job, you can’t handle these |
eatures. What makes you think you can go toe-to-toe with me:

“He 1s the foremost of God’s works; only his Maker can
draw the sword agaimst him.” (Job 40:19, C SB)

Behold the hope of a man is false;
he is laid low even at the sight of him.
No one 1s so fierce that he dares to stir him up.

Who then 1s he who can stand before me?” (Job 41:9-10)




_ Exibit 2: You C’{«éonol Behemoth. (4
2 BRDii 3: You can’t control Leviathan. (4§
‘,We talked about different options of what
1 Hippos and Crocs?
2. Hippos and Crocs on steroids for symbolic purposes?

3. Dinosaurs?

Job fs"i'naélz"ty 10 deal with the prOblehi yof evil
Exibit 2: You can’t control Behemoth. (410:15-24)
- Literally “Beast of Beasts”

Beasts in the Bible are pictures of men acting lower than théy
should — carnal, fleshly, irrational, sinful man (Asaph, ‘
Nebuchadnezzar, Idolatrous Nations, merciless persecution of
the saints).

Beasts are what man was supposed to exercise dominion over
back in Genesis 1. ‘

So the Beast of Beast is the Ultimate Beast, a dangerous,'
untameable creature.




b’s inability to deal with the problem of evil
Exibit 2: You can’t control Behemoth. (40:15-24)

TBehemoth points to the real Beast of Beasts, the beast 1ns1de of each
of us. Who can tame that? (James 3:7-8

There s a sense in which all beasts are pictures of what we
“shouldn’t be, what we need to avoid being. They’re fleshly ammals

Don’t be like the stubborn mule (Psalm 32:9)...
n’t be lustful like the wild donkey (Jeremiah 2:24)... etc

~5ul was lalking about this (Galatians 5; Romans 6-8), he woul
) y thls is our ﬂesh — the fleshly part of us that we must put to "

™ ou can'’t conirol Beheoth (40 15 24)
] a’on t want to take this too far

"Interestlngly, who can bring HIS sword against the Beast Of

Beasts? (Job 40:19)
God can. Isn’t that true for us as well?

When the Sword of the Spirit is wielded against us, we can kﬂl'
the Old Man of Sin and the flesh is put to death (Ephesians 6
omans 6-8).
; he Beast of Beast bemg in the J ordan River (Job 40 23) ma'
‘me think of baptlsm

aplism i the Jordan - Joshua 3 2 ngs 2 & 5; Mattl




ing Biblically about Beasts, Dragons, and the Sea
rongly suggest we think of Leviathan as a Dragon.

That’s the way that the LLXX translates * Lev1athan in both
Job 41:1 and Isa 27:1.

(More specifically, the XX in Isaiah 27:1 translates
“Leviathan” as Dragon Serpent, which is helpful.)

“In that day the Lord with his hard and great and
strong sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
Leviathan the twisting serpent, and he will slay the
dragon that is in the sea.” (Isatah 27:1)

King Biblica ly about | Beasts, Dragons, and
at are Bible ideas that we associate with the Dragon 0

There’s one major passage that comes to mlnd about the

Dragon in the N'T:

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great
red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his
heads seven diadems....

‘And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient
serpent, who i1s called the devil and Satan, the deceiver
of the whole world.... (Revelation 12:3,9)




g0 TR
Vlathan not just a dragon, but a Sea Dragon!

SO all the Biblical ideas of the dragon goes on top of the fact
that it’s a dragon of the Sea.. 3

As we talked about last time, the Sea represents chaos,
“darkness, death, sin, the endless churning of the nations...

eems to me that the Leviathan / Sea Dragon 1s an ammal t
pposed to represent the Devil.

l'ke the Serpent is the Devil in Genesis 3 we're suppof"
of the Sea Serpent / Dragon as pomtmg to the De

in fmgBylbheally aboutBeastsﬂDragons and the Sea

tice how Dragon and Serpent and Sea and the Devil are
11 hnked together in Isaiah 27 and Revelation 12.

eviathan = Dragon Serpent in Greek L\\% |
“In that day the Lord with his hard and great and

strong sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
Leviathan the twisting serpent and he will slay the
dr agon that is in the sea.” (Isaiah 27:1)

And the great dragon was thrown down, that anelent
serpent, who 1s called the devil and Satan, the deceiver
of the whole world.... (Revelation 12:9)




;evlathaﬂ, ‘ the Sea D ragon

O 1f we're supposed to think of Satan as what the Leviathan Sea
ragon pomts to, what’s the point of Job 41? ‘

You can’t defeat the Dragon. Only God can defeat the Dragon

st of the verses in Job 41 are about the fact that no human, no
pear or javelin, no human effort will be able to slay the Leviathan.

et that’s the promise of Isaiah 27...

“In that day the Lord with his hard and great and
strong sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
Leviathan the twisting serpent and he will slay the
dragon that 1s in the sea.” (Isaiah 27:1)

ibit 3: You can’t control Leviathan. (41)
Points to — Defeating the evil one, Satar

Of course, G 1 can do all thebe thm




I's Chpvly';l
1e middle, seemingly out of nowhere, we have God’s
tement about how God doesn’t owe man anything:

| Lay your hands on [the Sea Dragon];

remember the battle — you will not do it again!

Behold, the hope of a man is false;

he is laid low even at the sight of him.

No one i1s so fierce that he dares to stir him up.

Who then is he who can stand before me?

Who has first given to me, that I should repay him?
Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine. (Job 41:8-11)

does God bring this up?

gets back to Job Wrong idea and pride before God:
it God owes him something because of his righteousness

d’s point is that Job’s righteousness doesn’t make God
ligated to do anything for him. God owes Job nothing.

” .ﬁhing,‘ Job needs God to save /um!

this 1s an introduction to the gospel message: ’
| VSi«nned, and we are made righteous by the gift of
“Then will I also acknowledge to you
that your own right hand can save you.” (Job 40:14)




P e e

s back to something Elihu brought up b

Paul basicallyvquotes‘ Job 41:11 in Romans 11.

If you are righteous, what do you give to him?
Or what does he receive from your hand?” (Job 35:7)

ET

“Who has first given to me, that I should repay him?
Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.” (Job 41:11)

Lo

“Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?” (Romans 11:35)




